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Government College University
Faisalabad

- Innovation Workshop:
ORIC organized a workshop to strengthen Pakistan’s innovation ecosystem.

- Global Recognition:
GCUF celebrated international acclaim for women 1in Robotics & Al.

» BotanicalGarden:
Plans underway to establish Pakistan’s first International Botanical Garden.

. China Partnership:
Launch of Genomics Data Science Lab with the theme “Advancing Agriculture Through
Genomics.”

- Technology Transfer:
First-ever agreement signed for algae-based carbon capture technology.

Eco Frlendly Adheswes

Landmc:rk Publlcatlon
Faculty publishes groundbreaking study in The Lancet Global Health.
- Global Ranking:

University achieves a historic rise in international rankings.

- Academic Footprint:
Strong presence at the 8th International Conference on Materials Science &
Nanotechnology.

» Textile Innovation:
Hosting of International Conference on Sustainable Textile Innovation.

- Faculty Honor:
Faculty member receives a prestigious international honor.

» Student Innovation:
Launch of Pakistan’s first specialized database for Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy
(HCMdrugs).

 SPREL Lab:

Establishment of SPREL Lab to advance research and innovation.
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It 1s a matter of great satisfaction to witness the launch of this trimesterly
newsletter by the Office of Research, Innovation, and Commercialization
(ORIC), Government College University Faisalabad. This 1nitiative
reflects our collective commitment to strengthening the culture of research,
innovation, and knowledge dissemination within the university. In recent
years, GCUF has made encouraging progress in national and international
rankings. The university has been placed in the 761-770 band of the QS
World University Rankings 2025 and ranked 317th in the QS Asia University
Rankings 2025, alongside maintaining a strong position in Times Higher
Education rankings. These achievements are not merely numbers; they are a
reflection of the dedication of our faculty, the quality of our research output,
and the growing impact of our scholarly contributions at the global level. It
1s important to recognize that such rankings are closely linked with research
productivity, citation impact, and international visibility. The consistent
efforts of our researchers, along with the increasing focus on innovation and
industry engagement, are key factors driving this upward trajectory.

This newsletter will serve as an important platform to document and share
these efforts—highlighting research achievements, collaborative initiatives, , _.
and progress in innovation and commercialization. I am confident that 1t will further strengthen our academic environment,
encourage meaningful partnerships, and inspire our faculty and students to contribute towards knowledge that benefits society

and the economy.
I commend the ORIC team for this valuable initiative and extend my best wishes for its continued success.

Prof. Dr. Rauf-I-Azam
Vice Chancellor

Government College University Faisalabad.

Director’s Message

I am pleased to share the first 1ssue of the trimesterly newsletter of the Office
of Research, Innovation, and Commercialization (ORIC), Government College
University Faisalabad. This newsletter 1s a small step towards keeping our academic
community informed about ongoing research, innovation, and commercialization
activities at the university. GCUF has a strong foundation in research, with our
faculty actively contributing to knowledge generation across disciplines. At the
same time, there is a growing need to connect research with practical applications,
industry needs, and societal challenges. Through this newsletter, we aim to present a
snapshot of such efforts, including research highlights, collaborative initiatives, and
developments 1n innovation and commercialization. We also hope that this platform
will encourage greater interaction among faculty, students, and external partners,
and help build a more connected and supportive research environment. I appreciate
the efforts of the ORIC team in bringing out this first issue and encourage colleagues
to share their work and achievements in future editions.

Prof. Dr. Tanvir Shahzad
Director, ORIC

Government College University Faisalabad.




ORIC Hosts Workshop on
Strengthening Innovation Ecosystem

The Office of Research, Innovation and Commercialization (ORIC) organized a two-day
training workshop titled “Strengthening the University Innovation Ecosystem.” Prof. Dr.
Tanvir Shahzad, Director ORIC, opened the proceedings by highlighting the importance of
institutional mechanisms for research commercialization, consultancy, and innovation. Vice
Chancellor Prof. Dr. Rauf-1-Azam urged faculty to move beyond traditional academics toward
impactful innovation, policy briefs, and consultancy to contribute towards Pakistan’s national
and 1nternational development. The workshop focused on Policy Brief Development and
Academic Consultancy Agreements, equipping faculty with practical tools to translate research
into evidence-based research through industrial collaboration. Dr. Hammad Majeed guided
participants on crafting actionable policy briefs, while Dr. Muhammad Junaid shared insights on
consultancy opportunities and agreements with government and industry. Renowned resource
persons including Mr. Ghulam Mujtaba (IPO), Dr. M. Ishaq (UAAR), Dr. Khurrum Zia (UAF),
and Dr. M. Sarfraz (Terraspark Limited) enriched the sessions with their expertise. This initiative
reflects ORIC’s commitment to building faculty capacity, fostering industry—academia linkages,
and driving national impact through innovation and commercialization.
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for Women in Robotics & Al

Government College University Faisalabad (GCUF) proudly celebrates its outstanding role in
the Partnership in Equality (PIE): UK—Pakistan Women 1in Robotics & Al Project, which has been
honored with the British Council’s inaugural Going Global Partnerships Award 2025. Selected
as one of only five winners worldwide from 105 nominations, this achievement reflects GCUF’s
strong commitment to gender equality, innovation, and excellence in STEM education. Led by

Cardiff Metropolitan University’s Eureka Robotics Centre (UK) and NUST (Pakistan), the PIE
Project united nine Pakistani universities to empower women in Robotics & Al

Key Achievements:

e Training of 263 female students and 65 academics

e Establishment of a national mentoring network

e Installation of 11 humanoid robots 1n universities
o International placements for underrepresented

students

The award was presented in London (Oct 28, 2025)
and later celebrated at NUST Auditorium (Jan 20,
2026), advancing UN SDG 5: Gender Equality.
Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Rauf-i-Azam expressed
immense pride in this recognition and commended
Prof. Dr. Sofia Anwar, whose leadership as GCUF’s
PIE Project Focal Person was instrumental to its
success. “This award

reflects GCUF’s V1s10n of
empowering women in STEM for a

brighter, more inclusive Pakistan.”
Prof. Dr. Rauf-i-Azam, Vice
Chancellor, GCUF







